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Project Status

Community Housing Forums
“HOUSING FOR ALL”

“EVERETT GAINS A NATIONAL PERSPECTIVE
TO ADDRESS HOMELESSNESS”

• Information housing need and housing
crisis.
• Former Governor Christine Gregoire
presented regionwide housing gap and
solutions for middle-income households.
Private
investment
and
contributions
Local
community
support

Smart public
policies

• Nan Roman, CEO & President
National Alliance to End Homelessness
• Homelessness is happening nationwide.
• Solutions are challenging to implement.
• Solutions also often require bold actions.
• Recognition that there is no one-size-fits all.
• Solutions require community partnerships.
• Community resistance.
• Availability of housing is ultimate key to
ending homelessness

Planning Commission Resolution 20-05

A Resolution requesting the Everett Planning Commission and City Council address historical inequities of
residential zoning in the Rethink Housing Plan – November 19, 2020

• Rethink the scope and pervasiveness of single-family in the city of Everett.
• Expand building types, land use patterns, and density allowed in areas currently
zoned for single-family structures.
• Set system and community level goals which housing policy is supposed to achieve
as well as develop measures of effectiveness and measures of performance.
• Conduct this goal setting and rethinking process in a transparent and equitable
manner that includes meaningful outreach to and utilized input from communities
that have been traditionally excluded from homeownership and impacted by
redlining and unfair housing practices.

CHAT SESSIONS-Needs
• Affordability challenges at every income
level
• General support for high-density
housing/mixed use especially in Metro
• Resistance to introducing new housing
types in existing single-family
neighborhoods
• General support for accessory dwelling
units
• Lack of housing for the homeless
population
• Some support for other housing types
and sustainable building practices
• Lack of opportunities for housing young
families and seniors

Community
Engagement

Transit-Oriented
Development
Case Study

Community Engagement
CHAT SESSIONS-Transit-Oriented Development
• General support for corridor growth on sites adjacent to the corridor.
• Reluctant support for expanding new housing types into R1 and R2
zones near the corridor
• Need for safer pedestrian and bicycle circulation
• Need more residential units to support commercial activities
• Must include amenities and services to support TOD neighborhoods –
complete and healthy communities
• Support for improving the connections across SR526

Community Engagement
Community Housing Online Survey
Profile of respondents:

• 322 survey participants responded by May 5, 2021.
• The majority of responses from people living in four
neighborhoods: Bayside, Northwest, Port Gardner, Boulevard Bluffs
and Riverside.
• Over 82% live in single family or duplex homes, 17% multifamily
and 9% mixed use buildings.
• Approximately 75% own their residence. Nearly 92% reported they
live within walking distance of a bus stop.

Survey Results – Top Answers
Most important housing priorities:
• More affordable options for home
ownership
• Safety
• Walkability
Most compatible housing types for infill in
existing single-family neighborhoods:
• 2 story townhouses
• Duplexes on corner lots
• Accessory dwellings

Housing types lacking for future residents:
• Supportive housing
• Subsidized housing
• Small apartment buildings
• Single family
• Accessory dwellings
• Townhomes
Key factors for transit-oriented communities:
• Safe, walkable, ped scale routes
• Variety of mixed uses to reduce need for car
ownership

Additional Comments
•
•
•
•
•

Affordability challenges for all income levels
Concerned about growth pressures
Too much change for existing single-family neighborhoods
Traffic and parking issues in existing neighborhoods
Access to housing for the homeless population

Draft Housing Action Plan Strategies

Short, Mid, and Long Term Proposed Actions

TRANSIT-ORIENTED COMMUNITIES
• Allow a greater range of housing types
(townhouses, courtyard apts.) in lower-density
zones (R1 and R2) near planned light rail station
areas.

Short Term
Actions

DEVELOPMENT ON URBAN CORRIDORS
• Reduce parking requirements in medium and
higher density zones (UR2, UR3, UR4).
• Allow duplexes and up to 4 attached townhouse
units in a R2 zone near transit.
• Study the setback and dimensional regulations
for residential and mixed-use buildings on transit
corridors.

Short Term
Actions

INCREASING HOUSING VARIETY
• Allow a greater range of housing types (corner lot
duplexes, townhouses, courtyard apts.) in lowerdensity zones (R1 and R2) with design standards.
• Review short plat requirements.
• Consider relaxing restrictions on Accessory
Dwelling Units (SB 5235).
• Update design standards for height, covered
porches, driveways and vehicle access,
transparency, street trees, private open space.

Short Term
Actions

REDUCING DISPLACEMENT
• Institute protections for tenants to reduce
displacement.
• Financial assistance programs for affordable
housing preservation with long-term guarantee
of affordability.
• Coordinate direct assistance to tenants and
owners.
FUNDING AND INCENTIVES
• Study and expand fee waivers for affordable
housing.

Mid-Term Actions
TRANSIT-ORIENTED
COMMUNITIES
Next Committee
• Improve local pedestrian and bicycle connections to facilitate non-motorized
Meeting
movement within station areas.
• Add goals, policies and objectives to the comprehensive plan specifically for
transit station areas.
• Carefully monitor social, economic, and real estate conditions on urban corridors
and avoid displacement of lower income residents.
• Work with agency and non-profit housing providers to provide subsidized housing
on corridors with access to services and employment opportunities.
• Ensure that needed amenities and services are provided in station areas.

Mid-Term Actions
DEVELOPMENT
ON URBAN CORRIDORS
Next Committee
• Monitor real estate conditions along transit corridors to identify multifamily and
Meeting
mixed-use development incentives.
• Develop a parking demand model (e.g., King County’s Right Size Parking) to refine
parking requirements on a site-by-site basis.
• Develop parks, open spaces, attractive pedestrian connections, and other
amenities to support new residents.
• Carefully monitor social and economic conditions on urban corridors and avoid
displacement of lower income residents.
• Work with agency and non-profit housing providers to provide subsidized housing
on corridors with access to services and employment opportunities.

Mid-Term Actions
INCREASING HOUSING VARIETY
Next Committee
• During the 2024 Comprehensive Plan Update, consider the following:

Meeting

– Revise Objective HO-4.1 and associated policies to support a variety of housing
types in single-family zones.
– Revise Policies such as HO-4.2.1 to support design in single-family zones while
adding new housing types.
– Revise implementation measures such as HO-B.2.

Mid-Term Actions
REDUCING
DISPLACEMENT
Next Committee
• Include specific affordable housing targets in the comprehensive plan that address
Meeting
preservation and new construction, and address both existing needs and
population growth.
• Develop a monitoring program for housing affordability and low-income housing
production and take steps to ensure achievement of affordable housing targets.
• Develop a Mobile Home Park Management strategy to reduce the risk of
displacement of current low-income tenants.
• Develop a strategy to support Community Land Trusts for affordable owneroccupied housing through facilitating connections between lower-income
homebuyers and trusts.

Mid-Term Actions
FUNDING
AND INCENTIVES
Next Committee
• Develop an inventory and strategy for use of city surplus lands for housing.

Meeting

• Identify vacant, underutilized, and redevelopable lands owned by public,
nonprofit, and religious organizations and develop policies to encourage their
reuse for income-restricted housing.
• Review and update the Multifamily Tax Exemption (MFTE) program to adjust
target areas.
• Review and update development height incentives program for affordable
housing units.

Long Term Actions
• Direct federal, state, and county grant-based resources (Community
Development Block Grants, HOME Investment Partnership, Affordable Housing
Trust Funds, 1406 Sales Tax Rebate) to affordable multifamily and
homeownership programs.
• Continue the high priority on housing in the 2020-2024 Consolidated Plan.
Address highest need for low-income households and individuals, establish a
regular homebuyer assistance program for low-income households and
individuals, coordinate with other funders on priority housing projects.

Questions and Feedback

