VEHICLE WASHING
WATER POLLUTION PREVENTION
Only rain is allowed down our storm drain system.
When a vehicle is washed on a paved surface – such as a driveway – the soap,
detergent, automotive fluids, oil, and roadway dirt travels straight into nearby
storm drains.
These storm drains lead directly to local creeks. Contaminated runoff, including
runoff containing biodegradable soap, can cause significant harm to aquatic
life, fish and other animals.
Utilizing Best Management Practices (BMP) with vehicle washing and other
home car maintenance activites ensures cleaner stormwater.

Best Management Practices
Here are the best ways to keep your vehicle clean, while helping keep Everett
waters clean.
Option 1: Preferrred method
The best option is to take your vehicle to a
commercial car wash, which reuses wash water
several times before sending it a sanitary sewer
system for treatment.
Option 2: Landscaped area
Wash your vehicle on a pervious surface, such as
a lawn or vegetated area, so that the wash water
can soak into the ground. This helps filter out the
pollutants.
Option 3: Divert from drain.
If you must wash car on impervious surface, place
towels or bunting to divert wash water away from
the storm drain.

For more information on stormwater pollution prevention, contact
the City of Everett, 425-257-8927 or visit everettwa.gov/stormwater.

Car wash fundraisers
If a group holds a car washing event on
a specific property, that property owner
is responsible for preventing the dirty
wash water from entering the storm
drain system.
There are resources available to keep
our streams clean and assist property
owners and/or groups holding an event.
The City has a SudSafe car wash rental
kit for the public to use for events. Each
kit contains a car wash announcement
board, hose, catch basin and sump
pump to capture and divert the soapy
water away from the storm drain and
onto a landscaped area or into a sink
that drains to the wastewater treatment
system. In order to use the kit, the site
must have,
• electrical power within 100 feet of
the wash area.
• grass or gravel area, sink or toilet
that leads to the sewer system
within 100 feet of the wash area.
• a designated person responsible
for the correct installation and use
of kit.
Contact everettpw@everettwa.gov or
call 425-257-8922 to reserve a kit.
A great alternative to a fundraiser
car wash is to sell local commercial
car wash coupons available at Puget
Sound Car Wash Association, 1-800509-9274 or Brown Bear Charity Car
Wash Program, 206-774-3742.

