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Chapter 6—Marshland Basin Plan
The Marshland basin is primarily managed by the Marshlands Flood Control District (MFCD), not
the City of Everett, and therefore is not evaluated in the same manner as other basins within the
SWCP. A review of existing reports and plans are used to provide the summary characterization
below.

6.1 Basin Summary
The Marshland basin comprises approximately 933 acres. It is located on the eastern side of the
City of Everett (City), and almost entirely within the City limits. The basin is entirely within the
floodplain of the Snohomish River, with the river’s banks being the northern and eastern
boundaries of the basin. The western border of the basin is the topographical change from flat
floodplain marsh, to steep, forested stream drainages flowing down an upland bluff, occurring at
Larimer Road. The basin is transected from the northwest to the southeast by the BNSF Railway
right-of-way, as well as multiple regional utility lines. The portion of the basin within the City limits
is zoned as agricultural land (A-1), with a small portion outside of the boundary zoned as
industrial (M-1 and M-2). The Marshland basin contains several levees under the jurisdiction of
the MFCD.
Historic tidal marsh areas and remnant tidal channels have been converted to agricultural use
within the floodplain of the Marshland basin. All Marshland basin channels on the floodplain of the
Snohomish River, including the lower section of Wood Creek, contain no in-channel large wood
or riparian vegetation (SCPWD, 2002). Discharging from the Wood Creek basin, Wood Creek
transitions from a steep riffle-cascade channel to a low-gradient, straightened and channelized
stream as it flows across the Marshland basin. The low gradient floodplain section of Wood Creek
is extensively ditched and diked, with little-to-no riparian vegetation or habitat complexity before it
ultimately drains into the Snohomish River.
The MFCD Pump Station at the confluence of the channelized lower Wood Creek and the
Snohomish River restricts fish access for nearly all flow regimes. The dikes along the banks of
the Snohomish River overtop every 5 to 10 years (PSNERP 2012). During floods (the Marshland
dike is designed to overtop during a 5-year event (PSNERP 2012)), it is highly probable that the
Marshland basin and lower Wood Creek provide rearing and refuge habitat for juvenile salmonids
(SRBSRTC 2002). Slide gates at the pump station are sometimes opened after large events to
more quickly evacuate high flows from the interior of the diked area, potentially enabling fish
migration back to the Snohomish River.
A Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) for fecal coliform bacteria is in place for various tributaries
to the lower Snohomish River, including the lower reaches of the Marshland basin that discharge
to the Snohomish River. The flat gradient, agricultural land and low velocity of streams within the
Marshland basin, including lower Wood Creek, provide conditions favorable for in-stream plant
and algae production. Phosphorus in Marshland basin channels contribute to phosphorus
loadings in the Snohomish River.
The Marshland basin is an area of significance for the City because it is the largest tract of open
space within the City limits and the City’s municipal urban growth area. The land within this area
is suitable for agriculture, habitat restoration, passive recreation, and additional residential
development. The only perennial, fish bearing stream within the basin is Wood Creek, flowing
within a series of canals from west to east in the southern portion of the basin. Numerous
emergent wetlands are scattered throughout the basin, and a relatively large forested, scrubshrub, and emergent wetland complex is located in the northwest portion of the basin. Although
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much of the basin is in agricultural use, some mixed deciduous-coniferous forest—comprised
primarily of red alder, big-leaf maple, Douglas fir, and western hemlock—also occurs in the basin.
There is significant potential for fish and wildlife enhancement within the Marshland basin. The
basin provides opportunities for passive recreation and agriculture, as a large percentage of the
basin is publicly owned. The basin is seen as an ideal area for tidally influenced wetland
restoration and floodplain reconnection, being one of the last areas within the Snohomish River
basin suitable for large scale restoration efforts of this type. Restoration can be blended with the
addition of passive recreation opportunities including trails and open space areas. Agriculture will
continue outside of restoration areas, varying in operational size from small-scale hobby farms to
commercial agriculture.
Both the City of Everett and the Nearshore Ecosystem Restoration Project have proposed
conceptual restoration projects in the basin. These are long range proposals that may occur over
the next 20 years if funding is available. The projects propose to restore tidally influenced
inundation to portions of the areas in order to reestablish floodplain connectivity, create offchannel habitat, and restore freshwater wetland areas. Protection of existing infrastructure and
private property is proposed to remain with the implementation of future projects. See the
Marshland Subarea Plan and Puget Sound Nearshore Ecosystem Restoration Project ID# 1126
documentation for more details.
The City is not directly responsible for surface water issues and projects within land administered
by the MFCD but is responsible for permitting projects within the MFCD. The City is responsible
for issues and projects within City limits and outside of MFCD borders, an area of about 28 acres
in the northwest corner of the basin, not including area of the Snohomish River outside of MFCD
boundaries. However, as a stakeholder, the City coordinates and partners with MFCD and other
administering agencies to implement projects within the Marshland basin.

6.2 Marshlands Flood Control District
The Marshlands Flood Control District (MFCD) jurisdiction consists of approximately 6,280 acres
of land in both unincorporated Snohomish County (County) and the City. The MFCD controls
approximately 877 acres within the Marshland basin. The borders of MFCD are the Snohomish
River to the north and east, and the upland area of the Marshland Drainage Area to the south and
west. The MFCD was formed in 1960 to manage the series of levees and gates built by the U.S.
Bureau of Reclamation in response to a flood that inundated over 8,000 acres of prime
agricultural land in the Snohomish River Valley. MFCD is in charge of managing the diking
system within its jurisdiction in the form of flood control system maintenance and management.
The MFCD is a publicly elected board whose mission is to manage the flood infrastructure within
their jurisdiction. The MFCD board is elected by property owners in the district who are allowed to
vote; where property owners get two votes for every ten acres they own, and landowners of less
than ten acres get two votes.
MFCD has formal agreements with both the County and City. The original agreement between
the County and MFCD was signed in 1989. The intent of this agreement is for the County to
compensate MFCD for increased costs due to the development of property in unincorporated
upland areas. The City has had a similar agreement with MFCD where it compensates MFCD for
increased development within the basin. Negotiations for a three party agreement on
compensation to the MFCD were finalized in 2013 and are to last until 2017.
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Disclaimer: The information shown in this map is assembled GIS data created and
acquired by Otak Inc., City of Everett, and from Snohomish County GIS.
This data is not to survey accuracy and is meant for planning purposes only.

0

750

1,500

³

3,000
Feet

Chapter 6—Marshland Basin Plan
PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK.

6-6

City of Everett Surface Water Comprehensive Plan
Volume IV—Snohomish River Watershed Plan
November 2017

